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School pupils in the North London sub-region: 
An analysis of diversity and ethnic background 
 
Introduction 
This short note describes the results of a detailed analysis of characteristics of 
school pupils who live and study in the 4 Boroughs that make up the North 
London sub-region. It illustrates the ethnic background of 156,000 school age 
children using data drawn from the annual pupil census to show the diversity 
distribution and concentrations of a large range of different ethnic backgrounds. 
A key purpose of this report is to capture timely and more accurate data than 
can be analysed from the 2001 Census and to interpret this data as a proxy for 
characteristics and distribution of the overall population. 

The pupil census 
PLASC is the pupil level annual school census and is a statutory national 
exercise conducted throughout England by every education authority. Every 
school is required to supply individual pupil records under Section 537A of the 
Education Act 1996.1 The census records every school child against their 
Unique Pupil Number and schools submit a range of pupil characteristics 
including: 

• Ethnicity 
• Eligibility for free school meals 
• Age and gender 
• First language spoken 
• SEN status 

 
In addition to the school’s identifying number and descriptors of the school itself, 
each PLASC record also contains the postcode of residence for the pupil. The 
PLASC results for each school therefore reflect the characteristics of the pupils 
attending that school and not necessarily the immediate area in which the 
school is located. Indeed the catchment area for some schools can be quite 
extensive and pupils can come from a wide geography that extends beyond 
individual Borough boundaries. 
 
However, the postcode identifier means that pupil characteristics can be 
allocated to the area in which the pupil lives. Full postcodes offer a degree of 
geographical precision which mean that a very detailed mapping of 
characteristics is possible. 
 
Only about 6% of the pupils attending a school within the 4 Borough sub-region 
live in a local authority that is beyond the North London geography. Although 
there is considerable cross-Borough traffic, much of the pupil “export/import” is 
between the 4 Boroughs themselves. Conversely, a number of children living in 
one of the 4 Boroughs will attend a school elsewhere in London or an adjoining 

                                                 
1 http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datacollections/scbackground/  
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county in the South East or East regions. Being able to capture data for 94% of 
all school age children living in the individual Boroughs represents a reasonably 
comprehensive coverage. However, it is likely that some bias will be contained 
because population groups most likely to send children to schools beyond the 
sub-region are more likely to be white, for example those children attending 
private schools who are, of course, entirely excluded from the PLASC data – 
even if the school happens to be located in the Borough. 
 
Nonetheless, in the vast majority of cases, the ethnicity of school age children is 
an accurate indicator of the ethnicity of the adult population – albeit those who 
are of “parental age” because, in general, parents of school age children are 
likely to be aged between their early ‘twenties to mid ‘forties. Consequently, the 
PLASC data are rather biased towards this age range – and this is reinforced by 
results from the Census and the Labour Force Survey which show that North 
London’s adult population tends to be less ethnically diverse amongst the older 
age ranges. 
 
Equally, it is likely to be the case that some more recently arrived populations 
are not well reflected in the pupil data because the migrants are “too young” to 
be parents. For example, anecdotal evidence suggests that many new arrivals 
from Eastern Europe tend to be in their early twenties, are single and plan to 
return after a short spell of working in London. They are far less likely to have 
school age children than (say) families who have fled civil conflict in central 
Africa, the Balkans or Middle East. 
 
Data for the 2006 pupil census also provides a rich source of information about 
the ethnicity of pupils by using some 96 classifications of ethnic origin. Whilst 
these can be aggregated to match the Census 2001 definitions, the level of 
detail provided by the PLASC categories gives excellent definition especially for 
those population groups that are generally “submerged” within the headline 
definitions used in Census 2001 or the Labour Force Survey. For example, the 
PLASC captures population groups such as children of Greek and Turkish 
origin, Latin American and fine detail about children from individual Middle 
Eastern, Eastern European and Balkan countries. 

The PLASC findings 
The total number of school age pupils who study and are resident in one of the 
4 North London Boroughs was almost 156,000 at the 2006 pupil census date. 
Our analysis of the data aggregated the 96 different ethnic codes to match the 5 
broad categories defined by the 2001 Census plus 19 subcategories that reveal 
extra detail (especially amongst the white population that is not white British). 
 
The table (below) shows some startling aspects of the pupil population. Across 
the whole 4 Borough sub-region, just over a half of the pupil population is white 
(52%). A significant proportion of these pupils are not from white British 
backgrounds – with Turkish, Greek and other European backgrounds making 
up 19% of the population. As a result, exactly a third of the pupil population is 
white British. In Barnet this proportion is 44%, but in Enfield it is 35%, in 
Waltham Forest 31% and in Haringey just 20%. In Enfield, 16% of pupils are 
Greek or Turkish whilst in Haringey the proportion is 9%. 
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However, it should be noted that, in both Barnet and Haringey, some 6 percent 
of the population are “Other White” and this will particularly include children who 
are Jewish. For example, about a third of the 3,300 pupils who attend Jewish 
denominational schools in Barnet are categorised as “Other White”. This is a 
particular anomaly firstly because the PLASC does not record Jewish as being 
a category of ethnicity and secondly, according to the 2001 Census, Barnet has 
the greatest Jewish population anywhere in Britain. The “Other White” category 
will also include children whose parents are from North America but do not 
easily fit the PLASC categories which primarily tie ethnic identity to a country of 
origin. 
 
The largest group of non-white pupils are those with Black and Black British 
origins – making up 21% of all pupils in the 4 Borough sub-region. In Barnet, 
this proportion is only 12% but in Enfield it is 20%, in Haringey 34% and 
Waltham Forest 22%. 
 
Of the Black and Black British pupil population, a significant majority of children 
are from an Africa heritage rather than the Caribbean. Of the 21% making up 
North London’s Black and Black British pupil population, 7 percent are 
Caribbean but 14 percent are African and Black African. Black African describes 
those whose heritage is predominantly from sub-Saharan west and east Africa 
particularly Ghana, Nigeria or Sudan. African refers to those with an origin 
mainly from southern Africa – particularly Congolese and Angolan. The 
predominance of African ethnicity is true across all four Boroughs – in Barnet, 
10 percent of all children are African but only 2 percent are of Caribbean 
origins; in Enfield 13 percent are African and 7% Caribbean; in Haringey 21 
percent are African and 13 percent are Caribbean; only in Waltham Forest is 
there near parity with 12 percent African and 10 percent Caribbean. 
 
The Asian and Asian British pupil population is more unevenly distributed 
across the sub-region. Only six percent of the pupils in both Enfield and 
Haringey have a heritage that is Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Indian or Sri Lankan. In 
Barnet, 11% of pupils are Asian and in Waltham Forest it is 22%. In Barnet, 
most of this population are Indian (8 percent of the Borough’s 11 percent total) 
whilst in Waltham Forest the Asian pupil population is overwhelmingly of 
Pakistani origin (17 percent of the Borough’s 22 percent total). 
 
Other ethnicity types are a little more evenly distributed. Those pupils who are 
of Mixed origins make up 8% of the pupil population in both Barnet and Enfield 
and 9% of the total in both Haringey and Waltham Forest.  
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School age pupils by ethnic minority - PLASC, 2006 

  
  Barnet  Enfield  Haringey  Waltham Forest  North London 
White 26,036 59%  26,807 59%  13,424 41%  14,001 43%  80,268 52% 
 British 19,279 44%  15,996 35%  6,538 20%  10,224 31%  52,037 33% 
 Irish 617 1%  651 1%  610 2%  308 1%  2,186 1% 
 Turkish 549 1%  4,609 10%  2,782 8%  1,114 3%  9,054 6% 
 Greek 1,041 2%  2,971 6%  378 1%  281 1%  4,671 3% 
 Other White 2,617 6%  796 2%  2,039 6%  897 3%  6,349 4% 
 Eastern European 985 2%  1,071 2%  977 3%  4 0%  3,037 2% 
 Western European 948 2%  713 2%  100 0%  1,173 4%  2,934 2% 
                 
Mixed 3,380 8%  3,504 8%  3,080 9%  2,916 9%  12,880 8% 
 All mixed 3,380 8%  3,504 8%  3,080 9%  2,916 9%  12,880 8% 
                 
Asian or Asian British 4,677 11%  2,850 6%  1,947 6%  7,100 22%  16,574 11% 
 Indian 3,346 8%  1,335 3%  648 2%  1,118 3%  6,447 4% 
 Pakistani 933 2%  396 1%  378 1%  5,405 17%  7,112 5% 
 Bangladeshi 398 1%  1,119 2%  921 3%  577 2%  3,015 2% 
                
Black & Black British 5,384 12%  9,187 20%  11,111 34%  7,150 22%  32,832 21% 
 African 1,915 4%  2,059 4%  2,520 8%  3,021 9%  9,515 6% 
 Black African 2,617 6%  3,906 9%  4,293 13%  1,003 3%  11,819 8% 
 Caribbean 852 2%  3,222 7%  4,298 13%  3,126 10%  11,498 7% 
                 
Chinese or Other Ethnic group 4,685 11%  3,450 8%  3,509 11%  1,560 5%  13,204 8% 
 Chinese 890 2%  232 1%  212 1%  149 0%  1,483 1% 
 Latin American 162 0%  125 0%  308 1%  3 0%  598 0% 
 Middle Eastern 578 1%  479 1%  122 0%  0 0%  1,179 1% 
 Other 1,136 3%  578 1%  856 3%  7 0%  2,577 2% 
 Other Asian 1,919 4%  2,036 4%  2,011 6%  1,401 4%  7,367 5% 
                
Total  44,162 100%  45,798 100%  33,071 100%  32,727 100%  155,758 100% 
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Distribution of population 
The maps attached show that the distribution of non-white pupils across the 4 
Borough areas is extremely heterogenous. This is quite consistent with the 
Simpson’s Index data which showed a high degree of diversity – no single 
ethnic group has a dominant position – either white, non-white nor any one 
ethnic group within the non-white population. However, there are some clear 
concentrations of non-white population and specific ethnic groups. 
 
The maps show, firstly, the percentages of pupils who are not-white British. 
The subsequent maps show the distribution of this non-white British 
population (using the same 5 broad categories as in the table above) in the 
following sequence: 
 

 Black or Black British (of African or West Indian heritage) 
 Asian or Asian British (Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Indian or Sri Lankan) 
 White but not British (for example, eastern European, Greek or 

Turkish) 
 Chinese or other category 
 Mixed race 

 
These have been mapped according to lower level Super Output Areas – with 
the postcode for each pupil’s home being allocated to the relevant SOA. For 
ease of reference, ward names are not attached to the individual maps but a 
blank map of the 4 Boroughs with ward names included is also appended. 
 
These maps show us considerable detail about the relative concentration of 
the sub-region’s diverse pupil population. 
 
The wards in the west of Barnet have a high proportion of non-white 
population particularly those who are of Asian origin within Colindale Ward. 
SOAs within Cricklewood and West Hendon have percentages in excess of 
33%. Colindale also has a concentration of pupils of Black origin – in 
particular on the Grahame Park estate. Also in Barnet, SOAs within West 
Finchley and areas around Totteridge show high percentages of non-white 
pupils – in particular percentages of up to 33% for children of Chinese and 
other heritage.  
 
The data shows that Haringey remains a Borough of two halves with a clear 
dividing line represented by the Kings Cross railway line. There are high 
concentrations of non-white pupils living in all wards to the east of the railway 
and relatively few to its west. A few exceptions are found towards the south of 
Stroud Green ward and an SOA in Hornsey ward that encompasses the 
Cross Lane estate area. As the overall Borough analysis emphasises, the 
majority of non-white residential concentrations are amongst pupils of Black 
origin – with percentages of 50% and greater in almost all of the eastern part 
of the Borough (with Bounds Green and Woodside having slightly lower 
concentrations). 
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In those parts of eastern Haringey – for example in Woodside and West 
Green – where there are relatively fewer pupils who are Black, the non-white 
population is “in-filled” with a population that is white but not British-white. This 
is primarily families of Turkish and Greek origins with small numbers from 
eastern Europe and the Middle East. Haringey’s relatively small Asian pupil 
population is fairly evenly distributed across the eastern half of the Borough 
with slight concentrations in Harringay and Seven Sisters Wards. 
 
Enfield has a substantial non-White population in southern and eastern parts 
of the Borough. The small Asian population is a little more concentrated than 
in Haringey – being found mainly around Southgate, Palmers Green and 
Edmonton. The Borough’s Black pupil population is mainly located in the three 
Edmonton wards where they account for over a third of all pupils. This 
population is also concentrated further up the Lee Valley in parts of Ponders 
End and Enfield Lock. The Borough’s Greek and Turkish population – which 
accounts for about 1 in 6 of all the Borough’s pupils – is particularly 
concentrated in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill, Southgate and Oakwood. 
 
Like Haringey, Waltham Forest has a fairly clear population division with a 
north-south line roughly following the North Circular with neighbourhoods to 
the south being home to a predominantly non-white British pupil population. 
Lower percentages are also recorded towards Chingford, Hale End and areas 
bordering Woodford and Wanstead. The pupil population living in 
Walthamstow, Leyton and Leytonstone and the remaining south of the 
Borough is predominantly non-white. Of these latter areas, a significant 
proportion is of Asian origin (over 50%) with some concentrations of Black 
pupils (greater than 33%) living in Leyton and Leytonstone – especially in 
some SOAs that are closest to Forest Gate and Stratford. 
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Methodology note 
This report represents the first time that PLASC data has been analysed by place of 
residence rather than location of school. This has some relevance because, within the 
4 Borough area of the North London sub-region, a significant number of children 
attend schools in another Borough. In many cases, this is because school catchment 
areas cross Borough boundaries but also because the exercise of parental choice leads 
to children sometimes travelling significant distances. 
 
Across the sub-region the data shows there were 165,700 young people attending 
primary and secondary schools located within the 4 Borough area. Of these, 156,250 
were resident in one of the 4 Boroughs (equal to 94% of all those attending a school 
in one of the 4 Boroughs). 
 
That data shows that 17% of Barnet’s resident school-age children are educated in a 
school located in one of the other Boroughs in the sub-region whilst, for Enfield, it is 
10%, Haringey 19% and Waltham Forest just 8%. The reverse is broadly similar: 15% 
of children attending schools in Barnet live outside the Borough whilst the 
corresponding figures for the other three Boroughs are Enfield 13%, Haringey 16% 
and Waltham Forest 9%.Because the PLASC data does not include information about 
(say) the children who live in Barnet but attend school in (say) Camden, this data 
source does not provide 100% coverage. 
 
As mentioned above, the data also inevitably excludes children who are educated 
outside the state school system. This causes a number of incongruities in a small 
number of areas, for example, in the highly affluent areas to the north of Hampstead 
Heath (Highgate and Garden Suburb wards) where a high percentage of Black and 
Asian pupils are recorded. The precise SOAs where these are found are around the 
Bishops Avenue where the overall recorded number of pupils attending a state school 
is quite low. Put simply, most of the children in the area who attend state schools are 
non-white because most of the white children probably attend private schools. 
 
The table overleaf shows the distribution of children recorded on the PLASC for each 
of the 4 Boroughs and their Borough of residence. 
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School pupils attending a school in Barnet 

Borough of residence: 
 Barnet 39,705 85%
 Enfield 2,177 5%
 Haringey 1,416 3%
 Waltham Forest 14 0%
 Outside sub-region 3,418 7%
   46,730 100%
     

Pupils attending a school in Enfield 
Borough of residence: 
 Enfield 42,388 87%
 Barnet 2,396 5%
 Haringey 2,593 5%
 Waltham Forest 238 0%
 Not NLSA 1,267 3%
   48,882 100%
 

Pupils attending a school in Haringey 
Borough of residence: 
 Haringey 28,947 84%
 Barnet 1,689 5%
 Enfield 1,324 4%
 Waltham Forest 151 0%
 Not NLSA 2,472 7%
   34,583 100%
    

Pupils attending a school in Waltham Forest 
Borough of residence: 
 Waltham Forest 32,325 91%
 Barnet 633 2%
 Enfield 134 0%
 Haringey 117 0%
 Not NLSA 2,271 6%
   35,480 100%
    

 
 




